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WI haz ney came and (poken unto 
them, they Fail not yr fenne'; 
| uv nowthe ey. have no cloak for 
their fortnv,. 

f ha WO-R-D aus mate Kloch (6 5 the 
fame-EvangeliR) uhd came _ dwelt 
among us, and we ſaw his elory., asrhe 

glory: of, <ty only begotten Sor of Ged ;. fall of 

bo and ttuth. His Converſation was en- 
cating; his Works all Mexcy ; his Dodrine 
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convincing , and his Overtures of Renal P* 
' more grcat and encouraging than Mankiggl © 


had ever heardof before :: Never was fith. 
a gracious Perſon ſent upon ſuch an accepty 
ble Meſage , and yet he met with very un 
cqual "Entertainment. » The un Prejudied 
and conſidering Party of thoſe that hea 
him, repented , and they that repented re: 
ceived im ; and to as many as receind 
him, he gave power. to become the ſons. 
God : But others were otherwiſe diſpos; 
they felno burthen of ſin, and therefok 

no cauſe of Repentance ; they thought thar 

aftections happily engaged in this World, 
and therefore cared not for removing them 
to another : Opinion and Buſineſs'and Er- 

omen had taken up their Hearts, and 

fill'd them as full as the Inne of Bethlehem 

was at his Nativity ; and theſe :could notre- 

ceive him. For God in allihis Merhods of 

Salvation never puts any force upon us; 

he always treats Man as hemade him, - that 
1s, as a rational and freeagerit; he'propoſs 

aptly , and invites tenderly ; »bur-rhen he 

leaves us to the diferetion of Compliance; 
he moyes and aſliſts us to the beft, bur ſtill 


he leaves us with power to do as we pleale;. 
. becauſe 
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hecauſe tis: that alone. that commends our 
T choice, when-we do as we ought. They 
Gy'of:the Manna 1n the Wilderneſs, that. 
hadno actual taſte of. its own, þut received 
istaſte from the fancy of the Eater; ſo that 
an [{raclite did make his Meal either nauſe- . 


licd <a 4 ; 

*0 YN aygor pleaſant; according to his own either 
: Nfl or peeviſh diſpoſition.”  Andifſo; 
IE BI hat Mora bare a general reſemblanceto all 


the Diſpenſations of Providence which are 
o generally deternun'd to: geod or. cyil (as to 
4 0) meerly by our own; uſage and recepti- 
ok on; and have all their influerfees governed 
at by our deportment. 'Tis our different ' 
rd, Temper that makes. the ſame Heat both 
melt and harden ; "tis ourdiffterent Diſpoſi- 
i on that makes the ſame a&t of God both 
nc} Mercy and Judgment : And as of all the 
* Þ Mercies that God has vouchſated to.Man, 
= |} ticre is-none of a' Kinder Delipn;thanthar 


of which wenow-commemorate , 7 he. Nativi- 
5. fl tyof cur Saviour; ſo there is none capable of 
Fl beingabuſed into-more fatal effects. *Tis 
he © pon this account:,.; that the ſame Jeſus 


Chrift is called in Scnpture, 7he Rock of Ages; 
viuch is a term of equivocal importance: 
be 18a Rock, and they that will, may fave 


* them. 


gnpirbar byes mri 
hieveeo {fays: Ter) har there 
no Excule. | }f Thad not, Sec. ; 


| Words, Ifup 

© Then (if Thad i ppyF i exdfoonts Them) 
meant, not ſunplythe 7+ vo 
Saviour himſelfhad ” burlikeving 
others., to whom:-the my Goſpet ſhoull 
at any time Be preached :- for *vis evidew, 
chat our Saviour means the ſame hore = 
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he- does in the fore-geing Verſes al 
World; which h Gi exgntiv i 6 
4s are >the £ '" 

cond pl; _ | 
They hi | is. to be taken a 
a mfg ; "ae is, They hadno 


fin in ſuch a meaſure ; For we know that 
both Jews and: bans had. a Law, by; 
which in are to be conv 
ed. Thirdly We ponen Box obſerye, thatthe 
Word woes the hs Det which by: ret-- 
red Cloak, \1igmifies anyſort We 
Colour; ; cicher ſuch _ bay 
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. orelſc ſuch ascanonlybe pretendedto cx- 

» ll caſe; andthen theplain ſenſe of the Words 

_ will appear to be this, That,Before the Re- 
zelation of the Goſpel there was ſuch Apology 
for Sin in theWorld, as did much leſſen and 
excuſe the Guilt of the Sinner ; bat that ſince 
this. Revelation. the Guilt of Sin is aggravated, 
and there remains no Excuſe, nor ſo much gy 
 Pretence for it. _ 


To illuſtrate the truchofchisPropoſition, 


ou 1 ſhall proceed in this Method : * x. I ſhall 
7 ele produce the Excuſes: And 2dly the Preten- 
th £25, that can ordinarily be pleaded forthe 


Comnuſſion of Sin; and ſhew reſpectively, 
 . thatall theſe are yoided by theRevelation 

of the Goſpel. OR 
"There are Two Things which ſeem rea- 

. fonably to Excuſe in Humane Actions : 
The Firſt is , "Want of Light; whereby to 
know that which we are to do. TheSecond 
is, Want of Motives, to {et us about thedo- 
ing of. chat which we know : | For it 1snot 
enough for me tg know that this or that is 
fit to be done, Imult likewifeknow of what 
importance it will be to Me if Idoit, orif 
EAN. oe oo 
© How far the Firſt of theſe Exctſes (that is, 
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Fintof Light Light) obtained 11 the Work * 
e Revi 


Attion OY orig. & 
| tor wide to We' know , "in 
gon, Tar are. No boar's polar 
rance; as Senfuali cs for to: 
Sons her Shame. We know'the grofs of 
the Gennles fare in darker; .che Cloud was 
S thick abour:chem, 
tcll which Fa . to-move gurl it. Yet as: 
_ Darkneſs it {elf is ſometimie called uponin 
- Scripture to Praif the Lord, foeven Ine: 
Iectual Darknefs,” that is, Ip gnorance, bo 
accafionally won reaſon 8's 
Praiſe : For, wppoting Men Lig a nhl 
'is happy ey are; 1 
the Sine Jud e of the” Wotl Having 
ap r one Rule by whi 
will proceed:  ( viz. )- The Servant that 
knew. not bis Maſters wilt , and tommittes md 
things worthy of ſtripes, Shatt be beaten wi 


few ſtripes s Luk. 12.48. 


But we wall oobmher, wilt Moww 48: 
wemuft) that Tany of th bg he tema | 


greacer. ſhare. of Ligh many of thi 


arnyed to-a great ike im theSf perſon 


VF. and formed Excettei Pt eceprs 
X: Thing. and ye when alt was doe, Tt 
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© they. cold nor. 


their: 
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h their Syſtems: had VS rather Greens: 
_ tion than-for Uſe, they did nor gene 
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oblige themidves to the Practice.of their 


_ own Advices: They Knew well, bur'a&ted 


otherwiſc: - And yet even Theſe had: an 


| Days a that s is, 7; boy's wazted proper Motives 


to ſet them 

Now 3 Man may be faid to want pr. 
Motzves to fct Txmd abour the: doing of proper 
which he knows fit to be done, when te 
has no certaiex tion of reaping fuch 
bench by itas will recom Ce ei. 
tyand uncafineſs of Seng For though 


God, who is compleat in Happineſs , and 


can Kceive no addmon, has no other Mo- 


tive of his Actions but ReQtirude and 'Ju- 
-fticez yet Man, who lieshere undera great 
ſenſe of want, and moves only after Hap- 


c6, can have. no proper Motive of his 


Adions but Benefit and Advantage : And 
therefore the Cinilians diſtinguifkin 'alaw 


Intd yr nay anc the Some ve Part, which-en- 


| ro the Diſtributzye Parr, 
ch::affi f'gns en; Paniſhaicnt or thc Re- 
ward, :arc'pleag'd to'call this larey the $un- 


Hor, that 1s, the Binding Patrof the Taw : 
repent that Equiy and Authority,' which 
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appear in the Precept, do: more: primarity 


They moyc:onr Underftandings, but want 


force to govern our Aﬀeions; : and there- 
forte Punishments and Rewards axe the only.” 
Effelual Arguments of. our Obedience. Nor 
does God Almighty ever addreſs his Com-. 
mands unto us but upon the ſame Syppoſi- 
tion., and with the fame Complyance to Ha- 
mane Infirmity :: For he never urges his Do-. 
minon over us, nor the Equity of. his Laws; 


» 


nor yet. the Benefits whereby. we ſta 


actually onhged to: him, as ſufficient Mo» 
: bur he always.moves. 
our Aﬀeions with ſomething Future, ſome: 
Expectation of importance, proportiona-: 
ble to-the meaſure of that which he con 
mands. Toſerve Gad purely. for his own. 
ſake-and withaut. any By-reſpects:, 1s an. 
Herotck Notion , and. may. be proper for- 
the State of Heayen ;. where. lus Service is: 


tives of our Dut 


accompanyed with his Vifion ; where Sin 
has. no-more- temptation 


bind; but becauſe, conſidering Humang.. 
Reluctancy , they do not bind to Effech;. 


| nor Duty. any- 
ancaſineſs ;. but to-ſerve him-ſo here. is 
more-refined piece of Picty than. ever yt. 
he was-pleaſcd to exact.. God knows. =: 
WAILIC: 
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white: we carty this ſtubborn Clay abour 
us, Hopes and Fears are the main Springs 
that move our: Soul;. and therefore he has 
made theſe; as 1t. were the meaſures of our 
Obligation. BD 

| Nowto come toour-Inftance, we know 
the; Heathens were much 1n the dark , in 
reference. to a” Futuge State: -Indeed the Po- 
«ts Had prettily. fancied: an Elyſrum and a 
Hel; bur the ſobereſt Men amongſt them 
lpokt upon; theſe rather as well-contrived 
xctraints for the Vulgar; than Matters of 


| their own belief. *Yeraputa, &c.. ſays one 


of them, It is good to rhink they are true, 
though they be.not. And. we, ſcc. that the 
molt-Vencrable, amongſt them for Moral 
Wiſdom(for example) * Socrates, Tully, and 
Seneca, when they diſcourſe. expreſly con- 
&nmng the Immortality of the. Soul, want 
Arguments.to conyince themſclyes. of the 


———— 


*-Eſt alquos Manes , Of. -. 
Nec puers credunt , niſi qui nondim are lavantun,. 

buſhy hon ogy wok: oF SS IS 

* Plato in Phea. 'w ates: is introduced faying , I hoge - 
there is 4 place where I and good menshall meet ; yet I nd, Te 

Cicero Talc. Queſt. I wish you could prove tome that our;fouts ; 
ae immortal, and that we do not wholly die... _ | 

Seqec. Epift. ad.Lucit. If wiſe men have ſaidrrue ; andthere be: . 
#place to: receive ms. after degth, ,* | 
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*rrmch of it, and py Pe their Divi 
with a Peradventure and a Wih. 'Now 
:theſe Men did hve amifs* (thou zh by 
way, of them Iived to wall thr 
may be- amed. of the com pariſon ba 
iN Fan: \poke & AS by 
| in pro ay Apology, an a tenoe: For 'St'P\al 
tells the Men of Athers , Aﬀs 17. 30. Thi 
ll fuch rime as God had ve pon tusD 
My of : 4 Bei 4p ne Cori ſin a 
 AHNUarance ir Fat N Yr 
the dead'; all that nme Sol bad had” winked 
their Tonorance :* Not their Iprnoratiee q 
what they ought to do ; for cherein'ther 
Notions wete *xcdlently good 3 buc 
Tenorance of the Reſurretorr, upon whit 
depends all-<he Life -of Humane - Endth 


vors; «Bur now re the Apoſtle ) after 
of X 


ſuri 


Revdharion of Now he "command 
men every where to 

And we ſhall find chat God procoeltl 
by the'farhe niſi , with the” Zews un 
Ra Te art 5 Co = # 
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pe of om, as that of Moles __ 
cit the. part: of 'the Reh 

jay edmCecremonits, that's et | 

& not the Mind; and wherem there were: 

dh Indulgencies in Moral Actionsas Good 

: cre; not: withng to::make uſe of ©: 

ptonly this, char Goddid proportion his 
nant to: Ins: Pronuſes:;/ and re 

2 more of them than. he gave them ſuf-. 

gent Motives. Lok. ev - The Prome-- 

& that God was then: pl pleated: co: take; - 


yete only Temporal (z-e.) a happy Land, 


and fich Blefſings nur as:were requiſite to: 
the Pee of a Comfortable Life. Now: 
rally bea regs. arg: _—_ | 


nay 
rage ever was /or ever VU be. h- - 
dg >, pur becaufe hers ſtubborn; bur | 
therefore: c indvlgatthemogorcte bard: - 
nifraf ther; feearts;chatanfeahe __— 
bs:Revelation, .ranted-/proper e | 
work hc heats ro. gxcacer loſes; "Bu : 


when. the Fulnets: at: WASiCQINE; tO 


NT | which : 
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which God deſigned the Fulnck of highs 
velation # _— Chrift had brought in, 
mortality to Light whoſe Iflues depend 
upon a future Judgment; and 'when heha 
thereby: given ſu a full Imploy to'Ry 
mane Hopes and hat ' as\that nothmg 
ought olmably to engage them beſide; 
then was the rs 3 - extending {his Con- 
mands: to their juſt ropomion of requ- 
_ ringall our ry ung cauſe he hadg 
yen. ſufficient Springs to move them of 
demanding all we cando, becauſe he & 
giver us uthcient Reaſon to do all thatm 
And now: we*come ito ſeeihow thele 
two. former! Excuſes are voided b [the 
Goſpel. The Firſt (7. e. 5 Wanr of Li 

1s voided by the Excellency of irs Doctnne: 
And the Second {:e.) Want of Monves, at 
yoided- by: the Greatneſs: of its Sandtion 
Firſt ; The Excuſe of Want of Lights you- 
ed by the Doctrine of-the Goſpel; for the 
Excellency of that Doctrine cont conſiſts inths 


that-it: gives us ſuch new Notices as "_ 
Vertuc appear to have a. larger Extent and 
a better Foundation , than cither os ns 


Or x the Jewscould imagine. Ul 


The 
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{The Firft Notice it brings us of this Kind, 
1s-the Knowledge of our Sehves, and the Cor- 
faption of our- Nature; wherein men. were 
never -ſufticiently_ inſtructed, before : For 
by the Goſpel we learn, that notwithſtand- 
ing the. dear Umon and Commerce that is 
berween Sozland Body, there are no twoin 


the World atfuch ennuty one with another, 


none that drive on ſuch quite different In- 
tereſts asthey : All our Flesbly Lufts are an 
Army. that war againſt the Soul ; andthe 
ſpecdieſt way.to ruin, is to hearken to the 
Vhiſperers 1n our own Boſome. And therefore 


' thoſe Ads of Selfdenial, which were ſome- 
umes lookt u 


nas Natural Imprudencies are 
now the moſt neceſſary Parts of Chriſtian Du 
ty. Imuſt curb and croſs my Inclinations,be- 
cauſe to comply with my Inc/inations , 15 to 

ut my ſelf into the hands of thoſe that will 

ctray 1pe. Imuſt not revenge Injurtes, bc- 
cauſe I muit be revenged of my Paſſion; 
which does me more injury than any other 


can., I muſt loye my Enemies , becauſe it 


sa worſe Enemy that provokes me to hate 
taem; and yet though I muſtloye my Ene- 
mies, I muſt not love my Self; tor in my 
Enemies Ialwaycs \cc. Ong ooQd, rhey 
| Cap 


[ 21 } 


bear the In age of God, So C <a Sl | 


redeem ; but Wn my Sel 
Self my * Senſyal Pare) on is ver 
the Fan of the Evil One, which C ing be k 
ed todeſtroy. 

Now, Ifay; from this Amowledge of our 
Sehzes , and the C orrzption of our Nature, 


it appears that Humiliation and Poverty of 


Spirit, "and Voluntary Reſtraints and Inflidj 
ons, fuch as the Goſpel calls, Taking wp of the 
C "roſs'; are necefſary Parts: of C briftian Duty. 
toughthey nevercanie/into the Catalogue: 
of Heathen Vertnes. 

. The Second Notice we have from the Go- 
ſet, 1s the Hnowled, of the World, thatitis 

a Paſlage not aPlace of Abode: 

forasour Sorts were made of no part of the 
World; fo'tis vain tolook for their proper 
Satisfa&tions i int. 

Indeed if the World were our Howe and 
our 4/7 (as both Heathens and: Jews did ge+ 
nerally.beheyeit), therewere no reaſon but 


that we ſhould take up with the pleafuresof 
the Place: Tf we could condude (as $60 


mon lometimes does, Zcckef. 2. "Thar, This 
is er Portion; and. that no Man may rome back 
zoſee Bak ball be after him; We mightin> 
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fer with hin-to0, That, - There. 34 nothing 
S better for a Man, thet 10,eat and, 40 drink, 
and to rejoyce ins bjs-labour.\, Bux the:Eonli- 
deration; That God js oar Portion; and, That 
we are but: Strangers and Pilgrims here; 18 a 
farable Argument to reftrazn our Aﬀet:ons. 
. Now weknowthat we arc deligned for a 
happier Countrey , we ought not to look 
upon thus as aPlace of Enjoyment , bur ra- 
cher of Exetciſe and Diſciphne. The love 
of this World rauſt now neeids be ewmity with 
God, becanſc to place our 4ffeions here, is 
covilific that better Provifion which he has 
made for us. Dey: Sas 
The Working onr ſelves into Fortunes 
by indire&t Arts, 1s.no longer Sel-Intereſt, 
reſcuing} of - our: felyes: from damage 
by unlawtul Methods ts no Jonger Selt-pre- 
ſervation. Qur Souf 1s chicfly 'our Seff and 
who. would engage' that for a pitiful ſhare 


in the World ; which our Savzur telbs us Se. Mete. 
s more worth than the whole? From this **: 25: 


Knowledge of the World , it likewile ap- 
pears, That: Heavenly-mindedneſs , and 
Contempt of the World , and Chuſing rather 
to die , thay to.commit a Moral. Evil , are 


the neceſſary vom of a Chnftian; ritough 
\ - 2 a 


'- ws 
-2 Jew might have been excuſed; if he ha 


T 


.fookr apon'themn 4s Thdifcretions. +, 


"The Third Norrre it brings us}, Ts the 
Knowledge of the full and” perfect Will of God 
'contained inthe Commands of the Goſpel ; and 
the Sam of what they require of us, in ſhort 
atnountsto this: ( zz.) A Sincere Juftice ;an 


Univerſal Charity ; 'a Checking ofour Paſſic 


ons, and Regulating our Enjoyments ; art 
Habitual Reverence of God, and a Conſtant 
Application for his 'Grace-; -a Striving ant 
Running, and. earneſtly Contending- toward? 
PerfeAion, to the meaſure of the Stature of the 
Fulneſs of Chriſt. ef 
- Now thele are the Notices we have from 
the Goſpel, ahd by theſeour UVnderftandings 
are ſufficiently: inform'd : We -can no 
more pretend Want of Light; tor the Rule 
isclear ; 'and*admits of no Doubrings, as 
likewiſe it 1s exact,” and admits of no Preva- 
TICAtIONs. | ; LLC bl 

We muſt ſce-in. the next place how-the 
Second Excuſe .( i. e.) Want of Motives; 8 
voided: by.the Goſpel; and this is done by 


the greatneſs of its. SantHor ; thatis, by the 


greatneſs of the Punishmexts and Rewardsthat 
are there. propoſed. Fe yr 
An 


SY 


And now, IntheFirlt Place , Tf Fear have* 
xy power to deter-us from Sin, what can 
we hear-more-1hnpottantithan thisg-(-2iz.) 
That the Wrath of G6d is revealed from Heaven 
againſt all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs : 
And thatthis Wrath of God will finally ex+ 
prebs it ſelf in;Burnings,"Daikneſs ,- Anguish, 
Confuſion ," ſuclr a | State-of . Complicated 
Forrof,, that our very Fears, whichaufually. 
exceed in the- Repreſentation: of : all other 
Eyils,- cannoc'reach:the extrenuty-:of this: 
And what'Mari/then inhis Wits can beheve 
that he ought to fear any thing. bur This, 
ind Him that- can inflict ir? Mount £ba/ 
had 1ts-threars at* the Giving-of the: Law, 
butthey Were only Temporal: Evils ;'and, 
the laſt of thoſe Evils;whichis Death. Now 


| theſe were- buta poor Reſtraint to an Eager 


Paſſion. ' Death; whenit is a Miſchuet ( tor 
1s nor always one). 1s-a-Miſchuct that the, 
meaneſt Paſhon we: have: will: cohtemn', 
and as for' allthe Mifchiets that attend Lite, 


lince they canbeiok, no long Puration, -bur; 


muſtend wth the Subject, there canbe na. 
vaſt 'd&iflerence berwixt. them and: the Plea: - 
fare for which a-Man-would chuſe to bear, 
tict,”-Tf-a Jer would. prefer. the Enjoy: 


mecnr ]. 


neſs, before his Share in;Congar , if, 
chufe)re-id > himſelf 1h the) 
ms piaſent\ P irather 'than fcc 
Milk and Honey aw: othus Vine and Fo. 
rrce flouriſhy-yes.both, his ove, and by 


and: his Hazard being _ few om 
' bare proportion te cach ather. Ju 
whenrhe Hazard cames ito be 1ufinite, Wi 
che Curſes, of 'Edaldppear'tQ bebut th 
_ of Sorrows, and Death but ag 
roancndlefs Train of Severer Evils, x 


n-then-ſands the: pleafurg 
of Sin? Rind how witdis thc Appecite dy 


will rior check at ſuch a Gulf 
-In the: Second Place, If Hope have an a 
influcnce. to' incite us: to Out: 5 Duty, vt 
cat we hear mbte.inviting than this: viz 
AKi of Heaven, an Inheritance, a Saw 
ship there; nay alkeneſs ro the only Be 
tenSon'; hs wk he appears, {ays St. Phe 
wei hall be bile him : A ftate where there 
no'Want\, no Pain,” no Tears; but an ex 
ry Ton eternal weight of Glory, of Plew 
andm —_— Hopes, mA 


[ #9 ] 
Exftaly) ſuch: a5 neither: Eye hath ſeert),: 2dr - 
far heard; mor can ttenter onto #be. Bleart of 
Mex:ts corerue;:c Whaon the Maſter ofths 
Vineyard , Mzt,'20, weiitintb the Marker: 
place., and | roacht -fomerhe. met: there 
gith;this Queſtion: ; by. ftor ge here all the 
deridie? They matietimantwer |: Beranſe 
nm man hath hired us ; and the Anſwer'was 
|} —_— Had we 
neverneard of t 6 Evatigel! aoclical-Promiles, 
wemight haverhad as fair. a Pravencertd be 
de; bur aftet thus Revelutiontharour Wat 
ge are by Gods grace Eternal Life ,»what 
fpolo y then for: not working? 1 He that 
ih dhe Hopes, and purifies-nothunſelk 
hethat hatir theſe Invyatons,. and prepares 
not; himdelt . ;- _ the mr ar the. 
Marizge Feaſt without a Wedding Garment, 
maſt be. - ur hc canifioceralic 
ind yer though Men mutt be dutab' before 
God,, ris certain. that.as long : as they fin, 
txy-will'haveifome pretence to themſelves; 
arwe carnotbear our Nakednefs withour 
ahp:leat : We mutt have:lomeſtadow'ot 
Exuſe when we fin ;and/tharnoc.fornach 
$n-pomc of 'Vertue/as.of; Honour;/ whole: 
lution invebheWorkd s larger: _ 
oF that. 
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that does an Action of important” ahi 

quence ; as the Commiſſion of Sims; ani 
_ cangive himfdlt' no'reaſon-why.he doeit 
he down-right calls himſelf Fool in thedg 
ing ; andin this point Men are uſually te. 
der. | Let ug fee. therefore: in the next plac 


the uſual Pretexces for Sin. Iſhall menial 


zmSs Lb 
The Farſt , Is the Pretence of 'the Lay 
andrthatis', 7 he Difficulty of the Command, 
. : The Second .1s. the Pretence of theÞr: 
ſumpruous, and that is , 7he Mercy of th 
Fudge. | 
The Third is, The invincible Bucklerd 
allPretences, that1s, 4 new Infallible Gaid, 
Firſt, The Difficulty of the Command: hn 
it was by this very pretence: , that: abon 
600000lfraclites forteited GodsPronuſe. 
werc:all cut off by unmarure Deaths' amt 
Wilderneſs. For when God had pronik( 
the Children of Iſrael, that underhis Cor 
duct. they ſhould drive our the Inhabitaw 
of Canaan, and poſſeſs themfclves of a tru: 
ful-and happy Land /and inthe mcanmn 
had given them ſuch Demanſtrations, bai 
ofthis Godd-wall and his Power , that thq 
kad oo reaſon to; doubt/of cither in abybs 
- "61D curl 
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\ tyre-Undertakang ; yet ſuch was the Diff 
_ dehceand Cowardice of thoſe that went to 
ſpy the Land, that they returned with an 
Evil Report of 1t: They reported that the 
Soil was barren , that the Inhabitants were Gi- 
ants, and they but as Gras hoppers in compa- 
non; and uponthis the Attempt was con- 

' dudedimpracticable; and what ſhould they 
do but go down again into Egypt ? And 
this was the Proyocation that made God 
fwear in his wrath that they should not enter 
mto $is Reſt; ( as we may ſce the Hiſtory 
13th and 14th Numb.) In the ſame unrea- 
ſonable manner, and with the ſame fatal 
conſequence, do ſenſual men raiſe them- 
ſelves diſcouragements from the difficulcy 
ofReligion; and notwithſtanding that God 
hath demonſtrated by giving us his Son, 
_ that with him he wll give us all things; the 
 Afeftances of his grace , to do what he re- 
quires, and the Communications of his Spirit, 
to make the very doing pleaſant; yer ſtill 
we cry with the Sluggard there is a Lyon in 
tbe way: © Who can reſiſt his Defire be- 
© fore a fair Temptation? Orhus Revenge 
at aſecure Opportunity? Who can check 
© tus Honour or A in their _— 
"OY 
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* Or partwithother Darling Plealures, dear 


« 25 his Right Hand or hisEyc? Whoa 


take up a Croſs. while the- Warld: dog. 


<not frown? Or bear up againſt the Tide 
< of Cuſtom and Company ? Or make 


* himſclf gaz'd at by an unfaſhionable De: 


© yotion? The «difficulty of the ching i 


* ſelf, together with humane infirmuy, 


* make it alogether unpoſlible ; we muſt 
* deſpair to. do it. Indeed all Habus are: 


impoſſible to the unexperienc'd : It isume. 


poſlible for a. Man todraw a Face, that ne- 


verdrew a Line : Itis impoſſible to be Mx- 


ſter of our Paſſions 1n an inſtant, as rnuch 


asit is to. be Maſter ofa Craft. But Chriſt. 
amity 1s our Profeſſion, and Lite 1s our Ap-- 
prendfage, and Practice. makes ca(ie, and 


erſcycrance. makes perfect: And who will 


excuſe the Man that at Sevenyears end ſhall 
fay, He has made n0 proficiency tn his Craft, 
becauſe he found it difficult at the firſt Eſay? 


Bring me a Man that has. Watch'd and 
Pray'd, and taken as nmach Pains £0: 0ver- 
come. Defires,, as another wall take 1n the. 


mean ume to {atisfic his Deſires 'Y and fugh 
a Man wall tell us that the difficuky-1s over. 
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[ 23] 
-of Endeavour to make our felyves good, as 
we willingly contnbure to make our ſelves 
bad. :Vice can command our Care and 
Artcndance, Strengrh and Eſtate, Reputa- 
ron and Lite ir felf : but Vertae is not 
coughr worthy the meaneft of theſe, nor- 
| fanding | her prefent Comforts and 


_ fiture Expectations. Whar ſtrange infa- 


tuation. does Sin bring upon Men! We 
may obſerve of the Fews , that they repined 
not to ſactifice the deareſt of their Children 
to Moboch ,- and yet they thought a Lamb of 
their Flock too much for God Alnughty. - 

The Setond Pretence , The Mercy of the 

lie | 

Js is evident, That our hearts are moſt | 
there , where we are moſt fearful. to nu(- 
carry: Now how cautious and provident 
arc we inrelation to our preſent Concerns? : 


 wewillnottruſt God here withour our own 


Carving, notwithſtanding all tus Pronufes; 
and yet fo ſanguine arc our hopes, 1n rela- 
tion to our-future ſtate; thar we will truſt 
God there without making any Provifion, 
notwithſtanding all his Remonftrances. To 


' {ze ourProviſfion for another World, there 


1sno Example ſcems to runſo muchin-our 
"A heads 


[24 } , 
heads as that of the, Thicf upon the Croſs, | 
though this be an Example, whoſe chicteſ #1 
circumſtances can, never occuragain.. Bux 
we willnot advert the Gurtter'd Checks, and 
Callous Knees, . and Paſſionate Mournings, 
and Severe Inflictions of the Primutive f W 
nitents.. . Repentance, was heretofore the 
Porch of a Chniſtan Lite ,, but Modern Ages. 
have made itthe Poſtern-; it is the la thing, 
Men ſet themſelves about :, It was hercta-. 
forcaſolemn irkſom task of changing Aﬀe-. 
tions and introducing New.. Habs ; an; 
utter, Deteſtation of. Sin,.-and anopen Pro-. 
fefjon of Shame. for it ;. as well to mortifie/ 
themſelves as to deter others: but Madern: 
Ages have paſſed a _Repentance, that looks 
rather like a Charm; that can do that with 
eaſe, which coſt others ſo much pains ;. that. 
like the Miracle of Circes. Wanne inverted, 
can change a Hog intoaMan, by a gentle.; 
couch. Indeed, whenthe Church grew ſo; 
indulgent, asto give Heayen upontheſc ca-. 
{ie terms, 1 wonder not that Purgatory grew . 
ſo faſt into repute; it. being (as the Hypo-; 
theſis made 1t) ſo very modeſt. an Error. , 
For who .could belieye that: Souls could; : 
mount. directly to Heaven with ſuch Indi(-. 
LEES __ | poſitions, 
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, : 4 ” , 
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pions , and bethereupona ſuddentran- 


J ſorted with . the pleaſure of Hymns and. 


ation; which, while here, could ſcarce: 
cycr be cafic at tharPrayers ?.. A 
"Theſe groſs nuſcluets ſprungup inan Age. 
when-Men offended at the Light, reſolved 
draw the Curtains and keepit out;. when 
they ſhutup the IAPEUreS , and then fanci'd. 
New. Models of Chriſtianity, New Mea-- 
ſures of Gods Juſtice, ,. and New Schemes: 
of Salvation; .notaccording to the Doctrine. 
of Chriſt, but their own wiſhes : and at laſt,. 
that the Conyiction, of the Goſpel might. 
never recoyl upon them again to cHoct; they. 
e 


ſet up an Lo from.the. Scriptures to a. 
Neu Infalible, Guid; that invincible Buckler 


of all Prerences..,. For Infalibility islike the.. 
Pocts Chaos, a vaſt, darkWomb, thattecms - 
mthevery thing ;-.and as.it canproduce all. 
Opinions, ſo,itcanas cafily maintain them, 
becauſe whoever will oppoſe, muſt beg the. 
(ueſtion., | | ER, þ 


4 


Men ( fays he 
ad hot as, one could wilh them to. be :., Nom, we. 
men | ' know... 


A Cardinal Jeſuite going about to. de-- Palevicinin- 
monſtrate the benefit and neceſſity.of this 15 Iorrod. 
to his Hi, 


New Gd; F1VES Us thus Reaſon for It: ofthe Conn, - " 
| muſt. be. governed as they are. of Trent, 


know that Me anne born with coriyyj 
inclinations, and therefore the Goſpel (ftrif 
' taken) being toorioid for corrupt Nature tot Þ 1 
ſerve, it was rk t0 conſtitute fach «N: 
car hereupon'Farth as might temper Relig 
and accommodate it ro Humane AfeZnn 
and abate, remit, diſpence ,. and give pr. 
pon orcaſn on, ts emporal. Printes dots they 
Smbjefs : ſo that if at any time Menwoulduy 
live up to the Rule, the Rale might ply downh 
bond and" ſo God fil be fe pri, 7 Ma 
of C org pon furÞ Feruts as thy 

kejr good Thists the imporrof what the 
Cardinal fas riore atlarge;: And furelyy 
this he fpakemore trach a ka: inten 
for akhough it be profane'to fay thats 


tocomport with their Defigns ; and the: 
tore the only expedient was to ſet up anw- 
ther Authority. Undct 


was Gods reafon to conſtitute a Vicar (vt Ink 
he had no hand in the Conſticution) je i bf, 
doubticſs'this was the reaſon: that ſet Ma ligo 
on work Fs wen ay fuch A, Vicar ; A, a fl beac 
thereb mighe betrer bring ReligonÞ jn'at 
to mo their Carnal Ends. For bag how 
they were pleaſed in ar; unmannerly cont. I piire 
parrfon tocall the Scriptures 4 Leaden Bah 6 Nl ples 
yer they found it wanted flexibiliry cnougl & #6: 

plon 

il 


"y 
5 
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ut J; Vader Cot mace of thus New 

Wh Grd a - winty todiect * See the 7e- 

'7'4 Gp ſciences withour = Rule of fare ries 

Nh joey Word ; the chief effect of whoſe - Amy 

Doctrine '15to deſtroy the Names of 7; hats ff 

ws; by diftinguubing Words from Meaning 
cone all Morality, by .diſtinguhing 

8 44 from Ends ; by teaching to {andti 

il: Praffices with good Intentions ; and to 

make Religion a C logk for Sin; chough my 

Tair fays, that the-Religion: which our Sa- 

bv f nour delivered+, had Ic all. Sir without a: 

tc Wl lah; And then to: what purpoſe is it 

1.0 & chat: our Saviour came? ; Or to what end 

; W that he: ſpake? As-one of the Mediterra- 

ts BY 4% Pirates told: Ceſar, Sir, If you kill the- 

wt WY lite Pirates, and fet up for a great | 

vt i felf, what is the World, the better, 90 oil Re- Re- 

0 f lgion come: armed agpinſt all Vices, and. 

bY bear chem our ; 'and: yet _ bring them. 

oF natthe Back Door: r axons er Own turn, 

gl Nl how 4s: che Weold, amended? To what 

IM: nt i6at, that atoording $0 the, Prigci- 

, © W& renounce the World, 

4 arg and: the. Devil"; if yet; We. Mmay.. 

0- 

ct 


 & plongh with all thefe , ro. brin 5 Afy. 
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"Hos 


Ty 2 8 So 
hook'd i in, 7 order to the 1 next and it þ 
- awfalrodebauchNations ; ix ordertdnÞ - 
- ſelyte rhem; that when: cheir Confcien 
are diſtracted with Guilt: and Fear ha © 
may rut mto the Arms where they fin 
 -mnoſt Indulgerice/ - and catch ar a Plen 
Abfolation;”asa drowning Man wilt ca 
at a Floating Twigg; Nay, It Reh 
may be made a Cloak, the World rien 
-- worſe for it ; *and Men would have: be 
_ |: "Pe barbarous , had they continuedTnk. 
| vel pe © dels. For the * Plorentine Politician make 
* ir oneinſtanccof Humane Weakneſs, - 
Men cannot be thorow-p cd in Vu 

and the reaſon is}. becauſe the nacuratfex 
of Confcience* baifles: them, and mak. 
them Cowards; 'and fo fornot acting ti 
Miſchiets home, they commonly loſe bh 
chernſelyes and: their Deſigns : bur ths 
Check of Confciencions Pear can have 
place rr the Caſe of a Religious Villah, 
Sbhisthe il of the Action reconciled. 
his Conſcience; inuch: a Caſe Men haye 
no reſtraint, they dare be as Miſchuevows | | 

AS Mazhigvel or he Occaſion would bar 
them to bei" 
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liz? This bold "Treatment of Religjon', to 
dringat'to ſerve 10.'Carnal Ends, trade 0- 
theis'conclude it a moreitentuonsWayto 
the ſanie- Ends, fairly to renounce Relipion : 
nd: ſo Ttaly- became at the ſametime the 
Mint bothi'of Fairh and of Atheiſm. © And 
wndced the New Gaid and i Arhelft feem- 
ed to' proceed” upon ſome Parity of Rea- 
ſons. --Forthe One would new model the 
Church ,-and govern-it without the Srrip- 
ures "arid. tearh for Dotrmes\the Traditions 
of Men : And the Other would new-thake 

World, and goyern it withouit a Pro- 
vidence., -and-reach inſtead of Scripture 


the Projects of his own Syſtem: The One 


found our Mcchods toforgive Sin withoitt 
purging the-Confcience-;- and the Other 
tind out Methods to commit Sin with- 


an-affe&ing the Confcience': The One 
dipoled'of Heav'n and Hell for ho ſeer- 


Reaſons but that he "was Arbitrary ; 


and che Orher ———_—_ ar"the 


Dne/itive- 


himſclUwith' 4 Divine Atrribure 7 char 


8 Tofelibility; andthe Otherdeveſiedhim- 
kif'gf che Chief Humane ArtiiBure, thar 


={XHIE1 E IS, 


HEY: 
15, Immortality, -.. Ang ROW} _ ant wh. 
cxnrapagare on: —_ believe d: kinks 
beaGod; or ,when he belicv'd himdk a 
Þ Ao Ea) - nga Fe 
ec1{10n.; y.avlerye thus from:the 
Inſtance, ' That, When God one e faves Ma 
to. their own Hﬀefions:.,; - bf js moth 
6h _ but they wmay.; believe it. :; EY 
., - When Men once leave the; Scriptures, 
= "Babe of. Fray there | Nm tad of thei 


Erring...,.; 
ay what hath been faid, wocunins 


—— — 


tell; 
"if 
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inddtin a nearer Difpoſition both-toWil- 
dorn and ro Picty: As,” on the contrary, 
thaſeLegends, which: have fomorime been 
ſubſtirured ui their place ,* for: the Encter- 
rinment” of: Devotion, . do fo debaſe the: 
Majeſty of God: by unworthy Condefeen- 


'tioris; and fo impoſe upon/Mens Under- 


ſtandings by vain, fantaſtick, unproficable, 
fmational Idea's, that no man can read 
Them: without finding himſelf in a nearer 
Diſpoſition-both to Irreverence and to Fol- 
lj. 'Tis by the Holy Scriptures: that our 
Cnr comes and ſpeaks to us , as he did 
heretofore to- the Jews :- And forafhmch 
25 it isthe EfeF of. his Coming and Speak- 
ing, that We Dave now 0 more Cloak. for our 
Sixs ; 'tis 1n our hands to make good Uſe 
of this EfeA ,, by- conſidering that Sir 
is now. 710-nore to, it covered , but to. be 
_ - Up 

All things are naked and open before the 
Fyes of Him with'whom me have to do : Why. 
ken ſhould we think of a Diſguiſe? Why 
ſhonld' we cheat. our ſelves: into Fold. 
nefs, by. putting on a Vizard?' To dawb. 
and rallies our faults, 1s:but like keeping 
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